404      ST. AUGUSTINK AND HIS AGK
so imperfectly organised, and lent itself so reat to corrupt practices, that quarrels were frequ and sanguinary conflicts not unknown.    On return, therefore, Augustine reflected whether might   not  devise   a   means  of  averting  sucl danger from his own church.    I le was now his seventy-second year, and could  not expect serve the Church militant much longer.     Besk: the duties of his office pressed  heavily on  h and left  him  little  time  for  writing.    He I some years before obtained  a promise from people that  they would  not  approach him w their troubles and disputes on five days out of week, hut the promise had not been fulfilled.   < the other hand, he was prevented by the cam from  appointing   a   coadjutor;   he  remembet how the rule had been violated in his own ordii tion.    However, he decided to ask the people accept one of his priests as bishop-designate, a then he would be able to surrender most of occupations,  that were  not strictly  episcopal, his future successor.
Again, therefore, the people were summoned the basilica for special business. The presence two brother bishops added solemnity to 1 occasion, and all the clergy attended in tHe had wan
